From Page to Stage to Livestream – Houston Grand Opera Celebrates the World Premiere of The
Snowy Day with Historic Opening Night
The highly anticipated opera premieres at The Wortham Theater Center and in homes on December 9
HOUSTON – November 29, 2021 – With excitement building as the world premiere of The Snowy Day
nears, Houston Grand Opera (HGO) is proud to announce the Opening Night livestream of this new
company-commissioned work. Continuing its mission of breaking down barriers to the artform, this
historic moment for the company arrives just in time for the holidays.
On December 9, HGO will not only premiere highly anticipated opera The Snowy Day, but the company
also will make it accessible to all—for free. Audiences around the world are invited to celebrate HGO’s
momentous Opening Night through HGO Digital. The Snowy Day will launch live on December 9, 2021,
and will be available for streaming until January 8, 2022; the Opening Night livestream is a first for the
organization.
“Not only is The Snowy Day a truly magical new opera, it is the exact kind of work that breaks down
barriers to the artform and attracts diverse audiences to HGO,” says General Director and CEO Khori
Dastoor. “Because of that, we want to share its world premiere with as many people as possible, inside
and outside the Wortham, in person and digitally. Our plans to stream The Snowy Day are true to our
mission of creating accessibility around opera, and we could not be more excited about this
opportunity.”
Created by composer Joel Thompson and librettist Andrea Davis Pinkney, and based on the classic
children’s book by Ezra Jack Keats, The Snowy Day follows the sweet adventures of a young Black child
named Peter as he sets out to explore the city following a fresh snowfall. The beautiful, family-friendly
opera marks HGO's 72nd world premiere. The work was originally slated to debut in December 2020,
but unfortunately was delayed due to COVID-19. As part of the company’s alternative HGO Digital 202021 season, the company presented a documentary on the new work, The Making of The Snowy Day: An
Opera for All.
“We are so proud of this new opera and were devasted last year when we had to cancel,” says HGO
Artistic and Music Director Patrick Summers. “It is our first commission from a Black composer and
librettist team—Joel Thompson and Andrea Davis Pinkney—and these brilliant artists have created
something truly special. It is our wish that as many people as possible get to experience it.”
In addition to the excitement of the world premiere and livestream, HGO, along with Houston Ballet and
Houston First, will host the Winter Wonderland on Fish Plaza of The Wortham Theater Center.
Houstonians are invited to enjoy a fresh coat of snow on the plaza, purchase hot cocoa and light bites
from Koffeteria, and enjoy the magic of the evening.
For more information about The Snowy Day livestream or to purchase tickets to see the opera at the
Wortham, visit HGO.org/SnowyDay. More information about the launch of HGO Digital will be
announced soon.
About Houston Grand Opera

Houston Grand Opera (HGO) is one of the largest, most innovative, and most highly acclaimed opera
companies in the United States. HGO was the only American finalist for Opera Company of the Year in
the 2019 International Opera Awards, and the only American company to be nominated twice. In
fulfilling its mission to advance the operatic art, to serve the Houston community, and to be a global
leader in the future of opera, HGO has led the field in commissioning new works (71 world premieres to
date) and in training and nurturing promising young artists and administrators. The company
contributes to the cultural enrichment of Houston and the nation through a diverse and innovative
program of performances, community events, and education projects that reaches the widest possible
public. HGO’s pioneering community engagement initiative, HGOco, has served as a model for other arts
organizations.
The NEXUS Initiative is HGO’s multiyear ticket underwriting program that allows Houstonians of all ages
and backgrounds to enjoy opera without the barrier of price. Since 2007, NEXUS has enabled more than
250,000 Houstonians to experience superlative opera through discounted single tickets and
subscriptions, subsidized student performances, and free productions.
HGO has toured extensively and has won a Tony, two Grammy awards, and three Emmy awards. It is the
only opera company to win all three honors.
About The Ezra Jack Keats Foundation
The Ezra Jack Keats Foundation has actively fostered children’s creativity and love of reading
since 1985. With the EJK Award, now entering its 36th year, the Foundation has encouraged
over 100 exceptional early-career authors and illustrators to create children’s books that reflect
our diverse culture. The Foundation also awards 70 EJK Mini-Grants annually, across 50 states,
to public schools and libraries, for arts and literacy programs; and since 1985, administers the
EJK Bookmaking Competition, for grades 3-12, in New York City, the nation's largest school
system. The EJK Foundation is proud to protect and promote the work of Ezra Jack Keats (19161983.)
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