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"# #
Company begins multi-year German opera series with
New production of to open in January 2010
Acclaimed productions of and highlight spring repertory
The chilling third installment of the multi-year Benjamin Britten series

$ % " %
Donizetti: !
Wagner: (New Production)
Puccini: (New Production)
Britten:
Tchaikovsky:
Handel:

(HOUSTON, TX — January 30, 2009) — Houston Grand Opera General Director and CEO
% # %& " today announced details of the company’s 2009-10 season, which runs from
October 23, 2009 to May 14, 2010 with thirty-one performances of six operas.
Speaking at a press conference, Freud stated that “This season will offer audiences an
opportunity to experience opera as music theater by combining an array of star singers, an broad
range of important repertory, productions of exceptional interest, and conductors of international

distinction. This is a season that will thrill, stimulate and thoroughly entertain.”

HGO Music Director O takes the podium to direct three of the six operas
this season — Wagner’s , Puccini’s and Britten’s . Italian
conductor $* , aveteran of many of Europe’s leading opera houses, including those

in Paris, Barcelona, Rome, and Munich as well as The Metropolitan Opera, San Diego Opera and
Chicago Lyric Opera, leads HGO’s production of Donizetti’s ! . +
who until 2008 held the position of Music Director of Welsh National Opera, will conduct



performances of Tchaikovsky’s . Rizzi has been a guest conductor at La
Scala, Royal Opera House; Covent Garden, Opéra Bastille, Deutsche Oper Berlin, The
Metropolitan Opera and many others. 1 (' & returns to Houston to conduct Handel’s
, an opera he has previously led for Cologne Opera. Lacey has guest conducted at Opera

North, Canadian Opera Company, English National Opera and Santa Fe Opera.

This season’s productions will be directed by an all-star list of theater and opera directors.

%% 2 %, who has directed productions at English National Opera, Glyndebourne Festival

Opera, Opera North and Turin Opera, makes her company debut with Donizetti’s !

% , much in demand as an opera director internationally, makes his HGO debut
at the helm of Wagner’s .3 #% , director for HGO’s world premiere of André
Previn’s % and award-winning director of & #! on Broadway and
London’s West End, returns to HGO to direct a new production of Puccini’s . Welsh
National Opera’s production of Tchaikovsky’s , originally directed by the
highly-acclaimed (# 3 % anddirector (# & % ’s award winning production of
Handel’s , created for English National Opera, close out the HGO season.

The season will open with a new production of Donizetti’s ! direct from
Glyndebourne Festival Opera (Summer 2009), one of the most exclusive and prestigious opera
festivals in the world. Featuring the HGO debut of Russian soprano ) % " % (Gildain
Verdi’s * | at Opera Bastille; Zerlina in Mozart’s at Salzburg Festival) as the
minx Adina<kthe same role she will sing in the original production at Glyndebourne; and the
return of Italian baritone % 2  (Don Magnifico in Rossini’s ) I for
Royal Opera House, Covent Garden; Sulpice in Donizetti’s " at The
Metropolitan Opera) as Dr. Dulcamara, the quack who peddles the elixir of love.  ( *©
returns as Nemorino and Studio Alumnus 5 %% will play the flamboyant Sergeant
Belcore.

Celebrated New Zealand tenor % 6 (Siegmund in Wagner’s (> !+, at The

Metropolitan Opera and Royal Opera House, Covent Garden), called “the Wagnerian tenor of his

generation” by - . & / ,leads a stellar cast in the title role of Wagner’s mystical
romantic opera . The new HGO co-production with Grand Théatre de Geneve was
labeled “visual poetry” by - ! and the O 1 says that the new

production “deserves praise as a thoughtful and tasteful take on the medieval legend.” The HGO

production features Canadian soprano %% (+ %) (Tosca at Los Angeles Opera;



Sieglinde in Wagner’s (> !+, at Bayreuth Festival and at The Metropolitan Opera) singing
the role of the misguided Elsa. Of Pieczonka’s Sieglinde at The Metropolitan Opera )

says, “If Wagner could have a # ! soprano, she was it, with a voice of almost unearthly
purity.” Austrian bass  *% # 27() (Hunding in Wagner’s (. !+, at Geneva Opera;
Hermann in Wagner’s 2 for Gran Theatre del Liceu, Barcelona) will make his HGO
debut in the role of King Henry. HGO Studio alumnus  (# " %) returns to HGO to sing

Telramund, a role which he has sung to great acclaim at The Metropolitan Opera, and # %
) (Donna Anna in Mozart’s at Royal Opera House, Covent Garden; Donna
Elvira at The Metropolitan Opera) returns to sing Ortrud.
“ is the first in a multi-year series of German operas that represent true
milestones in any major company's repertoire,” says HGO Music Director Patrick Summers. “It is

the artistic and technical capacity of the HGO orchestra that makes it possible for us to program

not just but in future seasons R. Strauss's (' * + | [ Beethoven's- ! and
Wagner's 3 ! —works that are the measure of maturity and virtuosity for any
orchestra.”

( (  (Cio-Cio-San in Puccini’s & % 14 at The Metropolitan Opera,
San Francisco Opera, and Los Angeles Opera; Ellen in Britten’s 1 at La Scala), who is
“at the peak of her vocal powers,” according to the ) # , makes her long-awaited title
role debut as Floria Tosca in a new production of Puccini’s masterpiece. Texan tenor
$ () (Faust at The Metropolitan Opera; Pinkerton in Puccini’s & % 14 for

Royal Opera House, Covent Garden; and Geneva Opera) appears as painter Mario Cavaradossi. In
a review of his Cavaradossi at Washington National Opera, > 1 praised Haddock
as presenting “the painter-lover-rebel as an aristocrat, encountering life with gloves on...a
confident top voice.” Acclaimedbass & % (  returns to HGO to make his role debut as
the menacing Baron Scarpia. 5" %%& # , designer for the world premiere of André Previn’s
% later this season at HGO, is set and costume designer.

Internationally acclaimed soprano % ( 8 (Desdemonain Verdi’s !! and
Tatyana in Tchaikovsky’s at Royal Opera House, Covent Garden; Amelia in
Verdi’s % at Bavarian State Opera, Munich) makes her HGO debut as the
obsessive and protective Governess in Opera Australia’s production of the Britten’s operatic
thriller . Called "A brilliant production" by the 4 4& I' and
“a masterpiece of design and lighting” by the > O I, this is the third installment of



HGO’s multi-year series of operas by Benjamin Britten. British tenor % , 9 %% & (Jacquino
in Beethoven's — ! at Glyndebourne Festival Opera; Tom Rakewell in Stravinsky’s "+
1 at La Monnaie, Brussels) returns to HGO to sing the part of the menacing Peter Quint
and HGO Studio alumna 1 % will sing the role of Miss Jessel. HGO’s Benjamin
Britten series will run through the 2012—13 season which marks the centenary of the composer’s
birth.

Richard Jones's unforgettable award-winning vision of Tchaikovsky’s haunting tale of
obsession opens the spring repertory. Opera News calls this Welsh National
Opera production "telling theatricality.” # wrote “Once every few seasons, a
production gets pretty much everything right. This is one ... dramatically spine-chilling, visually
spare and coherent; it was the kind of theatrical experience which changes the way you look at
life.” Russian tenor : "+ % (Alexei in Prokofiev’s #! at The Metropolitan
Opera; Calaf in Puccini’s at Royal Opera House, Covent Garden), considered to be one
of the world’s leading tenors and the finest interpreter of the role of Hermann, returns to HGO to
sing the role of the tormented gambler. Russian soprano % $ %" ; (Tatyanain
Tchaikovsky’s at La Scala; Lisa in at La Monnaie, Brussels)<
whom the - ! calls “definitely a young singer to watch,” makes her HGO
debut as Lisa. Legendary Canadian mezzo-soprano 3 # (Kabanicha in Janacek’s 6 4
6 # at The Metropolitan Opera and La Scala; Countess in at Canadian
Opera Company), sings the role of the Countess, who possesses the gambling secret that Hermann
longs to know. Also making his HGO debut, Icelandic baritone = = % (Title role in
Wagner’s -4 at Gran Teatre del Liceu, Barcelona) sings the role of Count
Tomsky.

HGO rounds out its season with Nicholas Hytner's extraordinary production of
Handel’s , which won the Laurence Olivier Award when it was seen at the English National
Opera. Praised as “London's most successful Handel opera staging ever” by and “a
revelation” by the , features a star-studded cast of the world’s most accomplished
Handelians. " % # , dubbed “America’s favorite mezzo” by & /
sings the tyrannical and flamboyant Xerxes. "Susan Graham has for the better part of a decade
impressed audiences with her creamy singing and chiseled characterizations..." says 7 8 +

- &( 2, who sang Tytania in Britten’s O & 7 5 (C , sings the

role of his love interest Romilda. The - ! says “Claycomb is a superb



professional, infinitely artful of voice and broad of gesture: an American diva to the core, with a
showbiz knack for grabbing her audience's complicitous approval,” and & /  hails her
“rounded, sweet, almost angelic soprano.” ; % , whom the ) #  acclaims as
“today’s hottest countertenor” and a “bedrock of impeccable musicality,” appears as Xerxes’s
brother Arsamene, who is also in love with Romilda. Powerhouse Italian contralto % %
(Bradamante in Handel’s O! at Paris Opera; Julius Caesar at Geneva Opera), making her HGO
debut as Amastre and HGO studio alumna 2 (Pamina in Mozart’s & -l at
Deutsche Oper, Berlin; Tigrane in Handel’s * at Sante Fe Opera) singing Atalane round
out the all-star cast.

> | HGO'’s thriving $13 million audience development initiative, continues to make
great opera affordable in the 2009-10 season with the return of the $10 matinée and another
CityCast: HD simulcast. The matinée of on Sunday, January 24, 2010 will be offered as a
NEXUS performance with all tickets in the Wortham Theater Center’s Brown Theater sold for
only $10. In addition to this performance, a limited number of $10 tickets will be made available to
most performances throughout the season. The next CityCast will be a performance of !

—date TBA. NEXUS enjoys leadership support from Houston Endowment, Inc.,
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation, Nabors Industries, the Honorable Peter and Anne S. Brown
(whose generosity makes CityCasts possible) and Chevron. Supporting partners of NEXUS are
Andrews Kurth L.L.P. and KPMG L.L.P.

The complete calendar follows.
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Donizetti: ! — October 23*, 25m, 28, November 4, 7.

Wagner: (New Production) — October 30, November 1m, 8m, 13, 15m
(evening performances of begin at 6:30 p.m., matinees at 2 p.m.)

Puccini: (New Production) — January 22, 24m**, 30, February 3, 5, 7m

Britten: — January 29, 31m, February 6, 10, 13

Tchaikovsky: — April 16, 18m, 24, 28, May 1

Handel: — April 30, May 2m, 8, 12, 14

*Season Opening Night 7 p.m.; other evenings 7:30 p.m.; Sunday matinees 2 p.m.
(Note: evening performances of begin at 6:30 p.m., matinees at 2 p.m.)

** NEXUS Initiative $10 matinee



The Elixir of Love
Music: Gaetano Donizetti
Libretto: Felice Romani

Adina Ekaterina Siurina *
Nemorino Eric Cutler

Belcore Liam Bonner }

Dr. Dulcamara Alessandro Corbelli

Houston Grand Opera Orchestra and Chorus

Conductor Edoardo Miiller
Chorus Master Richard Bado
Director Annabel Arden*
Choreographer Leah Hausman
Set and Costume Designer Lez Brotherston *
Lighting Designer Giuseppe di lorio*
* HGO Debut

1 HGO Studio Alumnus

This sparkling folktale is one of Donizetti’s most popular operas. Lovesick Nemorino falls madly
in love with the young landowner Adina knowing well that she is out of his league. Luckily, the
scheming Dr. Dulcamara has just the cure to what ails him. Russian soprano ) % %
sings the minx Adinaand ( is Nemorino. Internationally renowned Italian bass-
baritone % 2  plays Dr. Dulcamara, and 5 %% is the flamboyant
Sergeant Belcore. Directed by %% 2 %, this delightful production takes place in a rustic
Italian town square.

This production originated at Glyndebourne Festival Opera

-39 1 "- "&07) < ==>72(0 A 7 BC ;D?; C
;E7  F 0?0:<=
%
3! ! !
Guarantor
2 % $ " ) % %

Grand Underwriter

% ( #

3 %%8 % 5 (#/ %W 5



Lohengrin 7 1
Music and Libretto: Richard Wagner

Lohengrin

Elsa of Brabant

King Henry the Fowler
Frederick of Telramund
Ortrud

King’s Herald

Houston Grand Opera Orchestra and Chorus
Conductor

Chorus Master

Director

Associate Director / Choreographer

Set and Costume Designer

Lighting Designer

Simon O’Neill*
Adrianne Pieczonka*
Giinther Groissbock *
Richard Paul Fink}
Christine Goerke
Ryan McKinny}

Patrick Summers
Richard Bado

Daniel Slater*

Leah Hausman*
Robert Innes Hopkins*
Simon Mills*

*HGO Debut
THGO Studio Alumnus

One secret protects one great love in Wagner’s mystical romantic opera. Celebrated Wagnerian

tenor % 6 makes his Houston Grand Opera debut as the knight Lohengrin, whose
pure love is threatened by common human greed. Canadian soprano %% (+ %) sings
the misguided Elsa, bewitched into betraying the very one she loves. Soprano # % )

is the sorceress Ortrud, *% # 27() is King Henry the Fowler and  (# -
plays her husband Frederick of Telramund, who will stop at nothing to gain the throne. %
directs this grand-scale production, conducted by HGO Music Director O

%)

Co-production between HGO and Geneva Opera.
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Toscal 7 *=1" () 3 7
Music: Giacomo Puccini
Libretto: Luigi Illica and Giuseppe Giacosa

Renowned soprano ( (
Puccini’s timeless drama. Tenor $ (*
Toscaadoresand & % (

Floria Tosca
Mario Cavaradossi
Scarpia

Angelotti
Sacristan

Spoletta

Houston Grand Opera Orchestra and Chorus
Conductor

HGO Chorus Master

Director

Set and Costume Designer

Lighting Designer

* HGO Debut

Patricia Racette
Marcus Haddock
Raymond Aceto
Robert Gleadow*
Steven Condy
Shon Sims

Patrick Summers
Richard Bado
John Caird
Bunny Christie
Duane Schuler

makes her role debut as the passionate Floria Tosca in
() is the painter Mario Cavaradossi, whom
sings the menacing Baron Scarpia who will stop at nothing to

destroy the object of Tosca’s affections. Created especially for Houston Grand Opera, this new
production by 3 #%
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The Turn of the Screw
Music: Benjamin Britten
Libretto: Myfanwy Piper

Governess Amanda Roocroft
Prologue / Peter Quint Andrew Kennedy
Mrs. Grose Judith Forst

Miss Jessel Tamara Wilsonj

Houston Grand Opera Orchestra

Conductor Patrick Summers
Director Neil Armfield
Set and Costume Designer Stephen Curtis
Lighting Designer Nigel Levings

1 HGO Studio Alumna

In this operatic thriller two children are pulled toward the world of the dead by the ghosts of their
prior governess Miss Jessel and her lover Peter Quint. Internationally acclaimed soprano

% (8 plays the governess whose obsessive efforts to protect the children may
prove more of a threat than the spirits themselves. Powerhouse mezzo-soprano 3" # is
housekeeper Mrs. Grose, the governess’s only ally. Tenor % , 9 %% & sings the role of
Peter Quint. Haunting Victorian sets depict the world of the Henry James novel on which the
opera is based. Directed by 8 , this is the third opera in HGO’s ongoing Benjamin
Britten series.

This production originated at Opera Australia.
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The Queen of Spades
Music: Peter Tchaikovsky
Libretto: Composer and K. S. Shilovsky

Hermann

Lisa / Chloe

Countess

Count Tomsky / Plutus
Pauline / Daphnis
Prince Yeletsky

Houston Grand Opera Orchestra and Chorus
Conductor

HGO Chorus Master

Original Director

Revival Director

Set and Costumer Designer

Lighting Designer

Puppetry Director

*HGO Debut
THGO Studio Artist

Vladimir Galouzine
Tatiana Monogarova*
Judith Forst

Toémas Témasson™
Maria Markinaf
Vasily Ladyuk

Carlo Rizzi
Richard Bado
Richard Jones
Roy Rallo*

John Macfarlane*
Jennifer Tipton
Chris Pirie

One man’s obsession with a lucky card trick turns the fates of three in Tchaikovsky’s
overwhelming melodrama. Russian tenor : "+ % returns to HGO as the tormented
Hermann, internationally renowned soprano % $ %" ; makes her HGO debut as
Lisa,and = & &") is the dashing Prince Yeletsky. = = % makes his HGO
company debut as Tomsky. Canadian mezzo-soprano 3" # is the keeper of the fated
secret. This award-winning production is a visual treat with imaginative puppets and mixed-
period costumes. Italian maestro ++ conducts.

Production originated at Welsh National Opera, co-produced with Norwegian Opera and the
Teatro Communale of Bologna.

~39 1 "-
%

"&07) :0 !GH ;F ;E& 4G1@:<= CO IGE?;:==

b ! !
Guarantors

%w( % 3 0%



Xerxes

Music: George Frideric Handel
Libretto: Nicold Minato

Xerxes
Romilda
Arsamene
Amastre
Atalante
Ariodate

Houston Grand Opera Orchestra and Chorus
Conductor

HGO Chorus Master

Original Director

Revival Director

Set and Costume Designer

Lighting Designer

*HGO Debut
tHGO Studio Alumna

Susan Graham
Laura Claycomb
David Daniels
Sonia Prina *
Heidi Stober}
Philip Cutlip

William Lacey
Richard Bado
Nicholas Hytner

Michael Walling *

David Fielding
Paul Pyant

One of Handel’s most popular operas, is a feast for the ears and the eyes in this classic
eighteenth-century production. A mad entanglement of love stories, the opera follows the
tyrannical and flamboyant Xerxes ( " % # ) in his quest for Romilda (

&(  2), who is beloved by his very own brother Arsamene, sung by ; % .
Contralto % % , soprano 2 andbass # . " . round outthe all-star cast.
The award-winning production is set in an English pleasure garden—the perfect place for an
elaborate lovers’ chase!

This production originated at English National Opera.
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Albert and Margaret Alkek Foundation

Margaret Alkek Williams General Director Chair Fund

The Brown Foundation, Inc.

Albert and Anne Chao / Ting Tsung and Wei Fong Chao Foundation
Franci and Jim Crane
The Cullen Trust for the Performing Arts
The General and Mrs. Maurice Hirsch Opera Fund
Mr. and Mrs Eugene M. Isenberg

The Humphreys Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Harlan C. Stai, Tone Owen Endowed Fund
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Franci and Jim Crane
City of Houston through the Miller Theatre Advisory Board
Houston Grand Opera Guild
William Randolph Hearst Foundation
The Robert and Janice McNair Foundation / Palmetto Partners LLP
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
The Estate of Eleanor Searle McCollum
Lynne Murray Sr. Educational Foundation

Chevron
v UI.JS-Iﬁ"@, Livestock @ Shell Oil Company Foundation
v Show o« Rodeo 4

QO %8 %

2. %8 # ! %" % % 2" & - Subscriptions start
at $78. For further information, please visit HGO’s website at www.HoustonGrandOpera.org or
call Customer Care at 713-228-6737.

Tickets are also available at the HGO Box Office (in the lobby of the Wortham Theater Center)
from 9 a.m.—5 p.m., Monday—Friday and 11 a.m.—5 p.m., Saturday. The Box Office operates on
Sundays when there is a performance, and opens at 12:00 p.m. and closes after the first
intermission (Hours are subject to change).

All performances will take place at the Wortham Theater Center, 501 Texas Avenue, Houston,
Texas 77002. The Wortham Theater Center features wheelchair access to both theaters, with a
choice of seating locations and ticket prices. An infrared listening system, underwritten by Shell
Lubricants, is available and free of charge at all performances. Disabled access and TDD: 713-
228-OPERA (6737) or 1-800-62-OPERA (800-626-7372); Descriptive Services: 713-546-0230.

The Wells Fargo Pre-Curtain Lecture Series takes place forty-five minutes before each
performance. Guest speakers present a twenty-minute informal lecture in the orchestra level of
the Brown Theater. These lectures, free and open to all ticket holders, are intended to enhance
the audience’s enjoyment by preparing them for the production they are about to attend.

Since its inception in 1955, Houston Grand Opera has swiftly moved from a small regional organization into an internationally
renowned opera company. The company has a reputation for commissioning and producing new works (38 world premieres and six
American premieres since 1973) as well as a reputation for reaching out to new audiences. HGO has toured extensively, including
trips to Europe and Asia, and it is the only opera company to have won a Tony, two Grammy, and two Emmy awards. Houston
Grand Opera’s productions are broadcast internationally over National Public Radio’s * ! , New York City’s WQXR, the

European Broadcasting Union, and the Australian Broadcasting Corporation.

Artist headshots and production photos can be found on the press gallery page at:
http://www.houstongrandopera.org/pressphotos/PressPhotos.aspx




